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sea, and a sounding, taken through a crack in the ice
to a depth of 1500 fathoms, failed to touch the bottom.
Then came the return journey. This was made without
mishap, and soon after reaching Gape Columbia on
April 23, Peary and his companions were back on
board the Roosevelt. On July 18 the ship left her winter
quarters, and by September 5 the explorers were home
again. Twenty-three years of work in the Arctic had
been crowned with success.

Some time was to elapse, however, and Peary was to
suffer a good deal of annoyance before he received his
due reward. Another American explorer, Dr. Cook,
arrived in Europe, asserting that he had reached the
Pole a year earlier than Peary. Many people believed
his story and gave him a great welcome, whereupon
there followed a dispute over the claims of the rival
explorers which caused a world-wide sensation. -Who
had reached the Pole first? Experts examined the
scientific evidence produced by the two men, and in the
end Dr. Cook's was proved to be unsatisfactory, and
Peary was acclaimed the true discoverer.

Peary's own account of his last expedition may be
read in The North Pole, published in 1910. The following
year, in recognition of his services in Arctic exploration,
he was promoted to the rank of rear-admiral and re-
ceived the thanks of Congress. In his latter years Peary
took a great interest in aviation. He passed away in
Washington, District of Columbia, on February 20, 1920.

If Peary was the first man to reach the North Pole
on foot, Richard Evelyn Byrd was the first man to fly